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Norwegian Latin America Research Network (NorLARNet) and the Department of Global 

Development and Planning (University of Agder) are pleased to invite applications for the 

doctoral course ‘Social Protection for Development in the Emerging Welfare States of Latin 

America’. The purpose of this multidisciplinary doctoral course is to critically assess the origins, 

challenges and debates around social protection systems and welfare regimes in Latin America 

and the Caribbean.  

 

The course will be held in Kristiansand, Norway, at the University of Agder from 25-27 October 

2017. The application deadline is Monday 26 June 2017. 

PhD Course: ‘Social Protection for Development in the 

Emerging Welfare States of Latin America and the Caribbean.' 

University of Agder (Norway)                25-27 October 2017 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/opendemocracy/1268614088/in/photolist-2W6YLG-hww46W-ta4Rvh-Sah1TQ-9bKSsG-6Eyg83-R7m6CE-7fDRKU-46uZse-6cKpaT-afXoQ2-ft29ib-pWz1z1-txJrbN-afXpNg-7fzXYR-9jjbVh-98d9a2-6gAA5i-Sah1uJ-Sah21o-ScRZGv-Ra1q2K-fLkDH3-aTf8yZ-aTeJJk-aTeHaD-Ra1q8M-STjVNW-aTfaqn-aTeTUK-qKUHk9-aTf8DF-q6jWn5-fKJ3Qo-SkofMU-KrtM64-aTeKzr-aTf8dk-aTf8Jg-aTf84B-aTeGVD-2VBcUx-iioiT-aTf9wD-RPj6AQ-aTePtK-Ra1uMg-6g4u62-qL2R7Z/
http://www.norlarnet.uio.no/
https://www.uia.no/en/about-uia/faculties/faculty-of-social-sciences/department-of-global-development-and-planning
https://www.uia.no/en/about-uia/faculties/faculty-of-social-sciences/department-of-global-development-and-planning


 
 

Objective 
 

Scholars have considered Latin American welfare systems as emerging welfare states (Huber & 

Stephens, 2012), welfare states in development (Cruz-Martinez, 2016a, 2016b), institutional-

redistributive welfare states (Sanchez de Dios, 2015), developmental welfare states in the making 

(Riesco, 2009), and Welfare states in transition (Esping-Andersen, 1996). Meaning that their 

welfare programs and institutions are still in the process of institutionalisation and also have a 

lower degree of development than their European counterparts. Social protection is one of the 

tools used by the State to satisfy social risks, alleviate individual deprivations and produce 

welfare. Social protection is considered a social development practice as it raises household 

income while develop beneficiaries’ human capital by encouraging school attendance and raising 

health outcomes (Midgley, 2014).  

This 3-day PhD course brings together a group of renowned experts and young scholars in the 

broad field of social policy. The main purpose is to discuss: (1) the historical background and 

origins of the welfare states in Latin America, (2) the challenges of the social protection systems, 

(3) the potential learnings from Nordic welfare states and (4) the debates around the options in 

the social policy menu (e.g., cash transfer programs versus benefits in kind, contributory versus 

non-contributory programs, targeting versus universalism). Economists, political scientists, 

sociologists, anthropologists and other social scientists will examine from a multidisciplinary 

perspective the mechanisms in which social protection promotes development in the emerging 

welfare states of Latin America. 

The course will discuss the following aspects of social protection and welfare in the Latin 

American region: 

 Role of the social welfare programs to reduce poverty and inequality 

 Historical development of the Latin American social welfare systems since the 1920s 

 How to build universal social policy in the region? 

 Cash transfer design looking at gender equality initiatives and social accountability 

 Social pensions as a tool to guarantee the wellbeing of the older-age in an ageing population 

 Welfare regimes and the welfare-mix between the state, market and the family 

 What can be learned from the welfare systems in the Nordic region?  



 
 

Lecturers 
 

 Prof. Armando Barrientos, Professor of Poverty and Social Justice at the Global 

Development Institute of the University of Manchester. 

 Prof. Maxine Molyneux, Professor of Sociology at the Institute of the Americas of the 

University College London and Editor of the Palgrave/Macmillan Studies of the 

Americas Series. 

 Dr. Diego Sánchez Ancochea, Director of the Latin American Centre and Associate 

Professor in the Political Economy of Latin America at the University of Oxford. 

 Prof. Morten Blekesaune, Professor at the Department of Sociology and Social Work, 

University of Agder. 

 Dr. Stephen Kidd, Director / Senior Social Policy Specialist at Development Pathways 

 Dr. Gibrán Cruz-Martínez, Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Department of Global 

Development and Planning of the University of Agder, Kristiansand.  

 

PhD course format 
 

There will be a maximum participation of 20 students, and the language of instruction will be 

English. The course will be organised into two parts. Guest lecturers will be chairing seminars in 

2-hour slots. Lecturers will assign reading materials for discussion in the seminars. PhD 

students’ presentations will be intercalated with the seminars and will be organised according to 

Walter Korpi’s Rules to encourage lively discussions and scholarly critical exchanges. 

Format: 

 PhD students’ papers are circulated – and read – in advance of the course 

 papers are presented by a discussant (PhD student), rather than the author 

 afterwards, the author briefly reacts to the discussant's presentation, leaving a large part 

of the time to a general critical discussion among all participants (lecturers + PhD 

students) 

Course participants will receive a Course Certificate, which recommends either 10 or 3 ECTS 

credits (please consult the section on ‘Credits’ in the course description) 

 

https://www.research.manchester.ac.uk/portal/Armando.Barrientos.html
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/americas/people/academic-staff/index/edit/ProfMaxineMolyneux
http://www.lac.ox.ac.uk/dr-diego-s%C3%A1nchez-ancochea
http://www.uia.no/en/kk/profile/mortenbl
http://www.developmentpathways.co.uk/downloads/our-team/CV---Stephen-Kidd---Development-Pathways.pdf
http://www.uia.no/en/kk/profil/gibrancm


 
 

Who may apply? 
The interdisciplinary nature of the course will be most suitable for doctoral students engaging 

with different disciplines within the social sciences – anthropology, sociology, political science, 

economy, development studies. 

Doctoral students will be prioritised, although other applicants may be considered only if space 

permits. The application deadline is Monday 26 June 2017.Successful applicants will be notified 

by Friday 7 July 2017. 

 

Application procedures 
 

Interested students should submit a statement of motivation in the application form. The 

statement of motivation includes: (1) a brief description of the PhD student current research, and 

(2) an explanation of the relationship of this course to their current research. In addition, students 

should submit the title and abstract (100-200 words) of the paper to be presented in the course. 

Students are requested to inform whether they plan to submit a revised version of the paper upon 

completion of the course. Early application is recommended due to space limits. 

 

Syllabus and programme  
A complete reading syllabus list will available on the course’s intranet site by Friday 7 July 

2017. Participants are expected to read the syllabus and the papers submitted by all participants 

in advance of the course. 

The course programme will be posted on the course intranet website. Course participants are 

expected to attend morning, afternoon and evening sessions on all three days. 

 

Paper submission 
One of the main purposes of the PhD course is to provide participants with feedback on their on-

going research project. Therefore, all participants must submit a draft paper to be discussed 

during the course. The paper should be around 5000 words, excluding bibliography.  

The deadline to submit the draft paper electronically to the course organiser is Wednesday 20 

September 2017. This will allow participants and lecturers to have one month to read the papers.  

This paper may be revised and resubmitted for evaluation and approval after the course (please 

consult the section on ‘Credits’ below). The best papers will be invited to participate along 

invited scholars in an edited volume.  

 



 
 

Credits 
Course participants will receive a Course Certificate, which recommends either 10 or 3 ECTS 

credits, but the students’ home institutions must approve the credits for the course. Therefore, it 

is highly recommended, that each student talks with their PhD coordinator about the issue of 

credits before the course. 

For a recommendation of 10 credits, a revised paper of about 6000 - 7000 words must be 

submitted to the course organiser no later than eight weeks after completion of the course, and 

the paper must be graded with ‘pass’. (The paper will be evaluated by a course lecturer and 

assessed within eight weeks after submission). 

3 ECTS credits are recommended for those who participate in full but choose not to submit a 

revised paper for evaluation. 

 

Funding 
No course fees apply, and lunches and coffee/tea will be provided. 

There are no funds available for travel and accommodation expenses.  

 

Contact 
Should you have any practical enquiries, please email the course organiser Gibran Cruz-Martinez 

at gibrancm@uia.no 

 

 

Important deadlines 
 

Application to participate in the course  Monday 26 June 2017 

Notification of acceptance    Friday 7 July 2017 

Complete reading syllabus list will be available Friday 7 July 2017 

Confirmation of participation    Tuesday 1 August 2017 

Submission of the draft paper    Wednesday 20 September 2017 

PhD Course      25-27 October 2017 

Submission of revised paper for extra credits  Thursday 21 December 2017 

mailto:gibrancm@uia.no
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